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“Ring a Ring o’ Roses (Ring Around the Rosie)” is a nursery rhyme and singing game. The first known record is from Kate Greenaway’s “Old Nursery Rhymes” (Mother Goose) in 1881.


Concerning the meaning of the lyrics and the game, folklorists believe they are of pagan origins, while more recent readings, which appeared in the mid-twentieth century, associate the meaning with the Great Plague which happened in England in 1665, or with earlier outbreaks of the Black Death in England.
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Lyrics

British version


Ring-a-ring-o’ roses

A pocket full of posies

A-tishoo! A-tishoo!

We all fall down

American version

Ring-around the rosie,

A pocket full of posies,

Ashes! Ashes!

We all fall down.
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Click on the button to watch a karaoke video and download an instrumental mp3 of this song for free.
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