
          Modern English vs. Shakespearean English 

 

Match the Shakespearean phrases to their modern meanings! 

Draw a line or write the letter of the correct match! 

 

      Shakespearean English 

 

1. Hark! 

2. Thou art my friend. 

3. Wherefore art thou sad? 

4. I shall sing thee a tune. 

5. Fare thee well! 

6. Dost thou hear the music? 

7. Let us make merry. 

8. Thine eyes are bright. 

        Modern English 

 

A. Your eyes are bright. 

B. I will sing you a song. 

C. Do you hear the music? 

D. You are my friend. 

E. Let’s have fun! 

F. Why are you sad? 

G. Listen! 

H. Goodbye! 

  



         Finish the Verse! – A Shakespearean Rhyme Game 

 

Canst thou complete these mighty verses?  

Fill in the blanks with your own funny or fancy words! Try to make them rhyme, 

or just have fun! 

 

           Example: 

"O dearest dog, with fur so bright, 
Thou chaseth shadows in the night." 

 

          Now it’s your turn! 

 

1. 

_O fair and gentle _______________, 

_Thou shinest brighter than the ______________. 

2. 

Hark! What noise from yonder ________________ grows? 

Is it the wind, or just my ________________ toes? 

3. 

When thou dost dance upon the ________________ floor, 

The stars above begin to ________________ more. 

4. 

If I had but one wish this ________________ day, 

_It would be for dragons to come and _______________. 

5. 

_My heart is full, my song is _______________, 

_For thou art sweeter than warm _______________. 

 


