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“Hole in the Bucket” or “There’s a Hole in the Bucket” is a funny children’s song probably of German origins. It’s actually a dialogue between two characters, Lisa and Henry. The subject of their conversation is a leaky bucket and how they could repair it to carry water. 





Henry asks all the questions while Lisa gives the solutions, only for them to arrive to their initial situation; the problem is unsolvable and this is a never-ending motif. So, Lisa tells Henry to fix the bucket with a straw; But the straw needs to be cut, so he needs an axe, the axe needs sharpening with a wet stone, hence they need water; but the water’s in the only bucket they have – the leaky one! 




It seems that songs of this kind have been popular in Europe since the 1700s or earlier, as shown by the findings in surviving collections of songs. In the last decades, the song has maintained its popularity through numerous performances, recordings and appearances in TV shows.  





On this page you’ll find the lyrics in two slightly different versions. You can download a printable PDF file with lyrics for free and watch two music videos. Enjoy!
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There’s a hole in the bucket, dear Liza, dear Liza,
There’s a hole in the bucket, dear Liza,
There’s a hole.




Then fix it dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry,
Then fix it dear Henry, dear Henry, fix it.




With what should I fix it, dear Liza, dear Liza,
With what should I fix it, dear Liza, with what?





With a straw, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry,
With a straw, dear Henry, dear Henry, with a straw.




But the straw is too long, dear Liza, dear Liza,
The straw is too long, dear Liza, too long.




Then cut it dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry,
Then cut it dear Henry, dear Henry, cut it!





With what shall I cut it, dear Liza, dear Liza,
With what shall I cut it, dear Liza, with what?




With an ax, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry,
With an ax, dear Henry, an ax.




But the ax is too dull, dear Liza, dear Liza,
The ax is too dull, dear Liza, too dull.





Then, sharpen it, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry,
Then sharpen it dear Henry, dear Henry, sharpen it!




With what should I sharpen it, dear Liza, dear Liza,
With what should I sharpen, dear Liza, with what?




With a stone, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry,
With a stone, dear Henry, dear Henry, a stone.





But the stone is too dry, dear Liza, dear Liza,
The stone is too dry, dear Liza, too dry.




Then wet it, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry,
Then wet it dear Henry, dear Henry, wet it.




With what should I wet it, dear Liza, dear Liza,
With what should I wet it, dear Liza, with what?





With water, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry,
With water, dear Henry, dear Henry, with water.




But how shall I get it?, dear Liza, dear Liza,
But how shall I get it?, dear Liza, with what?




In the bucket, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry,
In the bucket, dear Henry, dear Henry, in the bucket!





But there’s a hole in the bucket, dear Liza, dear Liza,
There’s a hole in the bucket, dear Liza, a hole.
There’s a hole.








Version 2



There’s a hole in the bucket, dear Liza, dear Liza,
There’s a hole in the bucket, dear Liza, a hole.




Then mend it, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry,
Then mend it, dear Henry, dear Henry, mend it.





With what shall I mend it, dear Liza, dear Liza?
With what shall I mend it, dear Liza, with what?




With a straw, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry,
With a straw, dear Henry, dear Henry, with a straw.




The straw is too long, dear Liza, dear Liza,
The straw is too long, dear Liza, too long,





Then cut it, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry,
Then cut it, dear Henry, dear Henry, cut it.




With what shall I cut it, dear Liza, dear Liza?
With what shall I cut it, dear Liza, with what?




With a knife, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry,
With a knife, dear Henry, dear Henry, with an knife.





The knife is too dull, dear Liza, dear Liza,
The knife is too dull, dear Liza, too dull.




Then sharpen it, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry
Then sharpen it, dear Henry, dear Henry, sharpen it.




On what shall I sharpen it, dear Liza, dear Liza?
On what shall I sharpen it, dear Liza, on what?





On a stone, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry,
On a stone, dear Henry, dear Henry, a stone.




The stone is too dry, dear Liza, dear Liza,
The stone is too dry, dear Liza, too dry.




Well wet it, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry,
Well wet it, dear Henry, dear Henry, wet it.





With what shall I wet it, dear Liza, dear Liza?
With what shall I wet it, dear Liza, with what?




Try water, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry,
Try water, dear Henry, dear Henry, water.




In what shall I fetch it, dear Liza, dear Liza?
In what shall I fetch it, dear Liza, in what?





In a bucket, dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry,
In a bucket, dear Henry, dear Henry, a bucket.




There’s a hole in my bucket, dear Liza, dear Liza,
There’s a hole in my bucket, dear Liza, a hole.




Use your head, then! dear Henry, dear Henry, dear Henry,
Use your head, then! dear Henry, dear Henry, use your head!









Hole in the Bucket Music Videos


Version 1















Version 2
















Did you like this post?




 (1 vote(s), average: 5.00 out of 5)









Loading...








You may also like:




Incy-Wincy Spider lyrics – PDF




La Bamba Printable Lyrics – PDF





O Sole Mio Printable Lyrics – PDF




Take Me Out to the Ball Game Printable Lyrics – PDF




This Train Is Bound for Glory Printable Lyrics – PDF





Wild Mountain Thyme Printable Lyrics – PDF




    



  





	
  










	Post category:Lyrics





	Tags: Lyrics in English, Lyrics to Children's Songs, PDF Lyrics




	
		
			Please Share This
			Share this content
		


	
		
					
						Opens in a new window
						
							
								
							
						
											
				
	
					
						Opens in a new window
						
							
								
							
						
											
				
	
					
						Opens in a new window
						
							
								
							
						
											
				
	
					
						Opens in a new window
						
							
								
							
						
											
				





	

		
			You Might Also Like
		


		

			
			
				
				

					
					
						Juan Pirulero Printable Lyrics – PDF
					


								
						March 4, 2021
						

				

				
			
				
				

					
					
						Five Little Ducks Printable Lyrics – PDF
					


								
						May 20, 2020
						

				

				
			
				
				

					
					
						Mennyből az angyal Printable Lyrics – PDF
					


								
						April 24, 2021
						

				

				
			
				
				

					
					
						The Chipmunk Song Lyrics – Free PDF for Printouts
					


								
						August 6, 2021
						

				

				
			
				
				

					
					
						Skip to my Lou Printable Lyrics – PDF
					


								
						February 19, 2021
						

				

				
			
				
				

					
					
						Finger Family Printable Lyrics – PDF
					


								
						January 21, 2016
						

				

				
			
				
				

					
					
						Cucú Cantaba La Rana – Letra Imprimible en PDF Gratis
					


								
						April 14, 2011
						

				

				
			
				
				

					
					
						Christmas in Killarney Lyrics – The Best Free Printable PDF
					


								
						September 25, 2018
						

				

				
			
				
				

					
					
						What Child Is This Lyrics – Free Printable PDF
					


								
						October 25, 2022
						

				

				
			
		


	






	
	
		
		Leave a Reply Cancel reply
Comment
Enter your name or username to comment

Enter your email address to comment

Enter your website URL (optional)

 



Δ

	

	




	
		Read more articles

		 Previous PostLittle Brown Jug Printable Lyrics – PDF
 Next PostRise and Shine Lyrics (The Arky Arky Song) + a Free PDF for an Easy Printout


	




				
			

			
		

		



	
	

		
	


	



		
	

	

	

	
	
	
		


	
	

		



	
	

					
				


KIDS
















XMAS
















BABY
















LYRICS
















WORLD
















LATEST


















PIANO
















GUITAR
















GLOCKENSPIEL
















PERCUSSION
















BIRTHDAYS


























CATEGORIES BY TAGS
4/4 meter (50)
6/8 meter (33)
Animals (28)
Articles (114)
blog posts in English (150)
Calendar (32)
Children's Songs from England (37)
Children's songs in English (75)
Chords: 2 chords (47)
Chords: 3 chords (42)
Christmas articles (33)
Christmas lyrics (171)
Christmas songs in English (45)
England (47)
Europe (108)
famous quotes (41)
Folk Song Lyrics (46)
Folk Song Lyrics: American (37)
glockenspiel or xylophone for children's songs (42)
glockenspiel or xylophone for Christmas songs (30)
Guitar chords for Christmas songs (43)
Guitar chords for kids songs (62)
Karaoke (122)
lyrics for games (26)
Lyrics in English (413)
Lyrics in Spanish (30)
Lyrics to Children's Songs (261)
Lyrics to Pop Songs and Film Songs (38)
Major (104)
North America (49)
Nursery Rhymes in English (64)
original composition of Christmas music in public domain (40)
pages en français (33)
PDF Lyrics (492)
PDF Sheet music (310)
piano sheet music PDF (87)
piano tutorials for children's songs (48)
piano tutorials for Christmas (43)
Preschoolers (64)
páginas en español (55)
Sing-Along (61)
Sing-Along Songs for Kids with Vocals (37)
U.K. (57)
U.S.A. (58)
Σελιδες στα ελληνικα (26)







Subscribe to our Channel

	Store
	Latest
	Kids’ Songs 
	Nursery Rhymes
	Lullabies + Baby Songs



	Christmas
	A-Z
	How to Play 
	Piano
		How to Play Children’s Songs on the Piano
	How to Play Christmas Songs on the Piano
	How to Play Soundtracks on the Piano
	Classical Themes for Beginners on the Piano



	Guitar
		How to Play Children’s Songs on the Guitar
	How to Play Christmas Songs on the Guitar



	Glockenspiel/Xylophone
		How to Play Kids’ Songs on the Glockenspiel / Xylophone
	How to Play Christmas Songs on the Glockenspiel / Xylophone
	How to Play Soundtracks on the Glockenspiel / Xylophone
	How to Play Classical Themes on the Glockenspiel / Xylophone



	Percussion/Orff
	Free Printable Lead Sheets
	Free Piano Sheet Music



	Blog 
	Quotes for Kids
	Activity Calendar



	Lyrics 
	50 Popular Nursery Rhymes Lyrics
	Kids Songs Lyrics
	Christmas Songs Lyrics
	Folk Songs Lyrics



	Albums
	Listen
	Videos










			


			
			
			
			
	


	







	
	

		
			

					About us
	Terms of Use
	Licensing for Commercial or Non-Commercial Use
	Privacy Policy
	Singing Bell’s Newsletter
	Contact Singing Bell



			


			
		
			
				Copyright 2024 | Singing Bell			


			
	


	




	


	


	
	















			
	






























